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2010 Legislative Session: “Kill Bills”
PBA fought against punitive measures

This past legislative session was a tough one for the PBA and its 
members. In an effort to save money, several bills were intro-
duced that could have adversely affected police offi cers and their 

families.

But with help from our lobbyists, Executive Board 
and members, many of those bills did not pass. The 
bills that were killed included:

Three bills that targeted both municipal and • 
state pensions.

• 
A bill that would have eliminated the health • 
insurance subsidy for all retirees by December 
2010

• 
A measure that would have required every • 
active member of the FRS to contribute a 
quarter of one percent to their retirement ac-
counts.

• 
A budget that would have enacted a 3% • 
across-the-board salary reduction for all state 
employees.

What did pass was a reduction in the DROP interest rate from 6.5% to 
3%. The PBA fought hard to defeat this, but it was a last-minute change 
and there were only a couple of hours notice before the vote.

As it stands, every person entering the DROP on or after July 1, 2010 
will receive 3% guaranteed monthly interest rather than the 6.5% 
previously offered. Those who entered the program prior to July 1 will 
continue to receive 6.5%.

The system is assumed to earn at least 7.75%, 
so it is currently earning 1.25%. Lowering 
the interest rate will only serve to increase 

this windfall.

We are waiting to see 
whether Governor Crist 
will veto this change.

Thank you to everyone who 
assisted us in the campaign 
to block these measures. 
We couldn’t have done it 
without your participation 
and support.

There truly is strength in 
numbers.
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President’s 
Letter
President’s President’s 
Letter

Pat Hanrahan

May was an extremely busy month. First , in our personal lives, there was 
Mother’s Day. Where would we be without our mothers? Mothers, thank 
you for all that you did and do to help us succeed in life. Secondly, in our 

professional lives, we recognized our fallen offi cers locally and nationally. A total of 
eight new names from Florida were added to the wall in Washington, D.C. Services 
are attended, memorials are constructed, family and friends mourn, yet we must 
remember that they lived and touched our lives. It was their duty to serve, it is our 
duty to remember. And, of course, there was Memorial Day, which commemorates 
the men and women who died while in military service to our country. I have al-
ways felt that anyone who has served in the United States military is truly a hero.

I would like to thank Loranne Ausley for stopping by the Broward PBA to visit with 
the Executive Board. Loranne is the former State Representative for Leon and Jeffer-
son counties and has always been a strong supporter of PBA issues. She is a demo-
cratic candidate for Chief Financial Offi cer of the State of Florida.

During the week of May 18th-21st, I attended the Criminal Justice Standards and 
Training Commission in Ocala as a Commissioner. Along with our regularly sched-
uled business meetings and a workshop, our calendars were extremely full. We had 
122 probable cause determination cases and 193 disciplinary proceeding cases. If you 
have never attended a CJSTC hearing you should make an attempt to witness one. 
I still fi nd it amazing when law enforcement professionals come before the CJSTC 
with no idea of what these proceedings are and that the outcome could effect their 
law enforcement certifi cation. Our next full CJSTC meeting will be in Tampa during 
the week of August 11. However, the CJSTC is scheduled to hold a regional probable 
cause hearing in Broward at Broward College on September 14th at 10:00 am.

On May 22nd, the Broward PBA Executive Board attended the Dade County PBA 
Law Enforcement Awards Gala recognizing Dade’s fi nest who go above and beyond 
the call of duty. Special guests Governor Charlie Crist and Lieutenant Governor Jeff 
Kottkamp were in attendance. Congratulations to all the honorees. 

In June, the Broward PBA Executive Board will be attending the Florida PBA Board 
of Directors meeting. We will also be holding our political screenings in June.

Since 1972, the Broward County PBA has been the “Voice of Law Enforcement.” 
We are proud to represent each and every one of you who is brave enough, proud 
enough and strong enough to wear the badge. You are among the best in Broward 
County and throughout the State of Florida and the nation. I thank each of you and 
your families for your sacrifi ces, your hard work and the risks you take.
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Celebrating The 
Stars And Stripes
Fast fl ag day facts

June 14 is Flag Day in the United States. It 
commemorates the adoption of the fl ag, 
which happened on June 14, 1777. Here 

are some facts about the fl ag and Flag Day:

Flag Day is • 
not an offi cial 
federal holi-
day.

One of the • 
longest-
running 
Flag Day parades is held in 
Quincy, Massachusetts. It started in 
1952.

The largest Flag Day parade is held • 
in Troy, New York, and draws about 
50,000 people.

Until 1912, there was no uniform • 
pattern of stars or proportions for 
the fl ag. President Taft signed an 
executive order on June 24, 1912 that 
established our modern fl ag’s propor-
tions and provided for the arrange-
ment of the stars in horizontal rows 
with a single point of each star to be 
upward. Subsequent executive orders 
by President Eisenhower established  
the staggered arrangement we are 
familiar with today.

Only the president and state gover-• 
nors can order fl ags on government 
buildings to be fl own at half staff.

Anyone may have the fl ag draped • 
across a coffi n, not just veterans.

Sources: usa-fl ag-site.org, wikipedia.org, usfl ag.org

not an offi cial 

Flag Day parades is held in 

Hallandale 
Update
City manager is out

With an impasse meeting to be sched-
uled for early July, news that City 
Manager Mike Good has been fi red 

couldn’t come at a better time for the offi cers 
and sergeants of the Hallandale Beach Police 

Department.

Current negotiations began on August 21, 2008. Impasse was declared 
on September 29, 2009. Problems with Good came to a head last July, 
when members rallied in front of city hall protesting Good’s failure to 
address major problems offi cers in Hallandale Beach have been facing, 
including short staffi ng, pensions, wages, union time, part-time offi cers, 
poor training and equipment, and double-dipping in the upper ranks of 
the department.

The city fi red Good last month for “repeated and ongoing failure to 
report to work during normal business hours, failure to maintain com-
munication with the city commission and city staff, and his resulting 
failure to adequately perform his duties and responsibilities as city 
manager.”

Good resigned from the Hallandale Beach in December of 2008, cashing 
out $176,054 in vacation and sick time. He was hired back a few days 
later.
Sources: Sun-sentinel.com

Hallandale 
UpdateUpdate
City manager is out

W
couldn’t come at a better time for the offi cers 

and sergeants of the Hallandale Beach Police 
Department.

There is the National Flag. He must 
be cold, indeed, who can look upon 
its folds rippling in the breeze with-

out pride of country. 
— Charles Summer
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Hollywood Offi cer Gathering 
Information For Memory Albums
Project to honor the department’s fallen

Meredith Elrich, a nine-year veteran of the Hollywood Police 
Department, is attempting to put together online memory 
albums for those in her department 

who have lost their lives in the line of duty.

The idea was spurred by the death of her 
friend and colleague Alex Del Rio.  Elrich 
realized that she had a desire to know more 
about those killed in years past. The obstacle 
is that most of the offi cers who worked with 
these men and women have retired.

Meredith is looking for anyone who has 
information on any of the Hollywood offi cers 
that has died in the line of duty. She’s looking for funny stories, memo-
ries, nicknames, interests, photos... anything you can provide.

If you have information on the following of-
fi cers, please contact Meredith Elrich at mel-

rich@hollyfl .org for 
more details.

Owen Coleman
Henry Minard
Phillip Yourman
Byron Riley
Frankie Shivers

Thank you in advance 
for your assistance.
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FBI: Violent Crime 
Down For 2009
Rate drops for third consecu-
tive year

Violent crime was down 5.5 percent in 
2009, the third year in a row that the 
rate went down.

All four categories of violent crime declined 
when compared with 2008: robbery, murder, 
aggravated assault and forcible rape.

The biggest drop, 6.6 percent, occurred in the 
South, followed by the West with a 5.6 percent 
decline, the Midwest with a 4.6 percent dip and 
fi nally the Northeast, which saw a 3.5 percent 
drop.

The murder rate nationwide fell 7.2 percent, 
with the largest decrease in that crime taking 
place in cities with a population of 500,000 to 
1,000,000.
Source: The Associated Press

The police are not here 
to create disorder, they’re 
here to preserve disorder.

— Mayor Daley
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Legislative AffairsLegislative Affairs

Dear Members,

This election cycle will be one of the most important that we have ever faced. In 
June, the PBA will be conducting screenings for candidates running for offi ce. I 
cannot stress how vital it is that all of our members begin to support our candidates 

once the endorsements are made. It is imperative that you attempt to obtain immediate 
support from your friends and family for the PBA-endorsed candidates. 

One of the most important races, if not the most important, is the governor’s race. We 
have seen the direction in which the legislature is heading and reducing our benefi ts 
is certainly on their list. We were very fortunate that this year was an election year. It 
is far easier to kill proposed legislation when legislators are looking for your support as 
soon as the session ends. However, with the elections behind them, expect next year to 
be even more diffi cult. Unfortunately, we have not been able to count on the leadership 
in the legislature as in years past. Frankly, the leadership has been a massive disappoint-
ment. Therefore, our only saving grace for next session will be the governor, if and only 
if our endorsed candidate wins. It is important to remember that the governor is the only 
one who has the ability to veto legislation that is harmful to our membership. 

Quite honestly, our future depends on who occupies the offi ce of governor. If it is not 
our candidate, we will need to brace ourselves for truly tough times.   

In Solidarity,

Neil Vaughan 
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Protecting Your Interests
One of the ways the PBA works for members is by supporting and meeting with local and state lawmakers and candi-

dates so that we make sure your voice is heard by the people who make policy and determine budgets.

Building and maintaining these relationships ensures that we will always have someone advocating for our members.

Left to right: Broward PBA President Pat Hanra-
han;  Loranne Ausley, candidate for Florida CFO; 
Treasurer Debbie Reggio and Secretary Rod Skirvin

Left to right: PBA Rep Shawn Chadwick, PBA Rep Chris Christianson, 
Pat Hanrahan, Debbie Reggio, Florida Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkamp, 
PBA Rep Bob Lahiff, PBA Rep Lee Martin, Jeff Marano and Rod 
Skirvin



June 2010The Broward Centurion

8



June 2010The Broward Centurion

9bcpba.org

Weddings • Birthdays • Reunions • Retirements

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

Book Your Next 
Event At 

The PBA Hall

For reservations, call 954.584.7600

2901 SW 26th Terrace • Dania Beach
(behind the PBA office)

Special Rates For 
PBA Members

Contact the PBA
954-584-7600

It only takes a minute!

Please make sure your address and 
beneficiary information are up to date 

in our system.

Are You 
Up To Date?

Signed, Sealed 
And Delivered

The Broward County PBA Memorial Wall was completed in 
May with the addition of a few fi nishing touches. Thanks to 
Stephen Williams for a job well done.

Don’t forget to take a look at Stephen’s excellent work next time 
you’re in the offi ce.
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What’s Up?
Births

Ella Potvin

Madison and Mackenzie Bader

Hermen Ferraz, taken by BSO’s Rachel Radulic 
rachelmichelephotography.com

Congratulations to Hollywood detective Antonio Pontigo 
and his wife, Betty, on the birth of their son, Jacob Felix, 
on April 19. Jacob weighed in at 7 lbs, 7 oz. and was 18 1/2 

inches long.

BSO corporal Kreg Costa and his wife, Christina, had their fourth 
child, Eric Matthew, on May 14. Eric was born at home with big 
sister Angelina and big brothers Kreg Jr. and Nicholas there to 
greet him. Eric weighed in at 7 lbs., 12 oz. and was 19 3/4 inches 
long. 

BSO deputy Mario Potvin and his wife, 
Sandra, are celebrating the arrival of 

their daughter Ella Nicole, born March 
10. Ella weighed in at 7 lbs., 5 oz. and 

was 20 inches long. 

BSO deputy James Barter and his wife, Brooke, wel-
comed a new daughter, Mackenzie Nicole, on April 
30. Mackenzie weighed in at 7 lbs., 7 oz. and was 19 

3/4 inches long. Big sister Madison loves her new little 
sister!

Seminole offi cer Hermen Ferraz and his wife, BSO dispatcher 
Cristina Garcell-Ferraz, celebrated the birth of their fi rst son, 
Hermen Alexander, on March 11. Little Hermen weighed in at 8 
lbs., 9 oz. and was 21.5 inches long.
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Hollywood Offi cer Of The 
Month

Offi cer Jonathan Commella has been 
selected as Hollywood’s Offi cer of the 
Month for February 2010.

He was recognized at the Awards Presentation 
Meeting at City Hall on April 21.

Congratulations!

BSO Employee Of The 
Month

Court Deputy Paul Weiss was named 
Court Services Employee of the 
Month for April 2010.

Congratulations, Paul!

Offi cer of the Year
Offi cer Kevin Burgs

Community Involvement
Offi cer John Hess

Distinguished Performance Award
Offi cer Eric Abrahamson
Offi cer Kevin Burgs
Sergeant Keith Forseth
Offi cer Scott Kushi
Offi cer Mel Seguin

Individual Commendation
Offi cer Eric Abrahamson
Sergeant Jose Vargas
Detective Sean Wollard 

Offi cer of the Month/Quarter for 2009
1st Quarter – Eric Forseth
2nd Quarter – Sean Wollard
3rd Quarter – Robinkson Perez
4th Quarter – Kevin Burgs

Life Saving Awards
Offi cer Melodie Caprio-Johnson
Offi cer Dennis Cuba
Offi cer Charles Herring
Offi cer Andres Lopez
Offi cer Olayemi Okegbola
Retired Master Patrol Offi cer David Parsons
Offi cer Archibald Pinder
Offi cer Diana Rairden

Promotions
Offi cer James Helms and Offi cer Jon Hanson have 
recently been promoted to Sergeant

Pembroke Pines 
2009 Award Winners 
& Promotions

New Baby? 
Promotion?

Award?
Share It 
With Us!

Send info and pictures to 
megan@bcpba.org
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Letters And Thanks
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Member Marketplace

2501 NW 34th Place, Suite 27
Pompano Beach, FL 33069

Office: 954-971-1018
Fax: 954-971-1019

Kevin Bolling, President
Cell: 954-520-5087
nttinc@yahoo.com

• Silk Screening 
• Numbering 

• Custom Work 
• Personalized Gifts
• Fundraising Items

20% Off For 
PBA Members

NTTINotice That Tee, Inc.
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Are You Up To Date?

To update your personal information, 
please contact the PBA office Monday 

through Friday between 8:30 am and 4:30 
pm at 954.584.7600 or stop by in person.

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  
33312

954/791-2010
For Broward 
PBA Members

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services

Prepaid 
Legal 

Services
For Broward 
PBA Members

Unlawful Use of Badges, Etc.

Reminder...

817.311, Florida Statutes

(1)(817.311 SS) from and after May 9, 
1949, any person who shall wear or 
display a badge, button, insignia or other 
emblem, or shall use the name of or 
claim to be a member of any benevolent, 
fraternal, social, humane, or charitable 
organizations, which organization is en-
titled to the exclusive use of such name 
and such badge, button, insignia or em-
blem either in the identical form or in 
such near resemblance thereto as to be 
colorable imitation thereof, unless such 
person is entitled so to do under the laws, 
rules and regulations or such organiza-
tion, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the first degree, punishable as provided 
in S.75.082 or S.775.083.

(2) This section shall be cumulative to 
any and all laws now in force in the state.
Florida Statutes (1987)
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