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Municipal elections are March 9, and the
  PBA has once again chosen candidates

to endorse.
Candidates are selected through a screening

process involving a personal interview with a
PBA screening panel. Screening panels are
made up of officers working within the city
where candidates are seeking office.

The PBA endorses only those candidates it
feels will improve the quality of life for both
the residents and law enforcement personnel
in each city. “The purpose of endorsing
candidates is to let the public know who we
feel is looking out for the best interests of the
community at large. Part of that is supporting
those who are responsible for protecting that
community,” says Neil Vaughan, Broward
PBA Vice President.

We urge all members to support PBA-
endorsed candidates - and remember to get
out and vote!

PBA Candidate Endorsements
City of Hollywood

Mayor Mara Giulianti
Commissioner - District 1 Cathleen Anderson
Commissioner - District 3 Sal Oliveri
Commissioner - District 4 Keith Wasserstrom
Commissioner - District 5 Fran Russo
Commissioner - District 6 Peter Bober

City of Pembroke Pines

Mayor (Co-endorsed) Mayor Alex Fekete;
Commissioner Susan Katz

Commissioner – District 2 William Armstrong
Commissioner – District 3 Frank Ortis
Commissioner – District 4 Angelo Castillo

City of Pompano Beach

Mayor-At-Large John Rayson
Commissioner – District 1 Rhonda Eaton

City of Wilton Manors

Mayor Scott Newton
Council Member Craig Sherritt
Council Member Joe Angelo
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The Broward Centurion is published by
the Broward County Police
Benevolent Association for the sole
benefit of its members. The Broward
Centurion is dedicated to the
advancement of the law enforcement
profession through better and
stronger community relations. The
opinions expressed in the publication
of The Broward Centurion are not
necssarily those of the Broward
County PBA, its Executive Board or
the Board of Directors.

Members or readers submitting letters
to the editor or articles for publication
are requested to adhere to the
following:

• Submissions should be sent
to:

Broward County PBA
Attn: Centurion
2650 West State Road 84
Fort Lauderdale, Florida  33312

• Letters or articles must be
accompanied by the
writer's true name and
address.

• All articles submitted
forpublication must be
accompanied by a
statement giving
permission to publish.

• All submissions must be
legible.

• The Broward County PBA
reserves the right of the
Executive Board or
Editor to amend or to add an
editor's comment to any
article or letter submitted.

• Advertisment in this
publication does not imply
endorsement by the
Broward County PBA
unless otherwise specified.
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President's
Message
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Order Your
PBA License Tag

Available at the main county tag office.
Ask for the "Support Law Enforcement " tag.

On behalf of the Broward County PBA, I would
like to welcome those members whose police

departments have recently joined the BSO family. In
the past month, both Cooper City and Parkland have
merged with BSO. In doing so, the PBA is now their
bargaining agent.

We look forward to representing these new
members both in legal matters and contract
negotiations. We are in the process of putting together
the priority surveys that were distributed among our
BSO members and writing up our demands. We will
be sitting down with the bargaining team in the near
future.

Sincerely,

Dick Brickman
President
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New Members
Justin M. Banks - Pembroke Pines

Mario F. Bidoli - BSO
Arthur B. Bober - Lighthouse Point

Scott A. Burke - Seminole
Ashley C. Cox - Margate

Adam J. Gentry - BSO
Stephen T. Jenkins - BSO

Christopher S. Koetter - BSO
Andres Mesa - Hallendale Beach

Alexander Morejon - BSO
Danny T. Mursell Jr. - BSO

Paul Oliver Porter - BSO
Richard Rein - BSO

Jeffrey K. Sammons - BSO
Revital Sharony - Margate
Felix X. Vasconez Jr. - BSO

Retired Members
William Burns Jr. - BSO
Edward J. Lacey - BSO

Timothy J. McKenna - Hollywood
Jay Zager - BSO

Changed Agency
Jason S. Grieve - Pembroke Pines

Reinstated Member
Joseph V. Ventura - BSO
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According to the National
 P.O.L.I.C.E. Suicide

Foundation in Pasadena,
Maryland, more law enforcement
officers die
by suicide
than are
killed in the
line of duty.
T h e
foundation
e s t i m a t e s
that 450
U.S. law
enforcement
w o r k e r s
k i l l e d
themselves
in 2003; 148 died on duty.

Nature of Work May
Be To Blame

Experts cite the nature of
police work as a factor in police
suicides – hours of mundane work
with the possibility of violence
erupting at any moment. That
violence can cause emotional
trauma, which can surface years
later as depression, alcoholism,
drug abuse and thoughts of
suicide.

Traditionally, police have been
trained to keep their emotions in
check, and this can sometimes spill
over into their personal lives,
making it difficult for them to
share their feelings with friends
and family.

Causes & Treatments

Depression is a leading cause
of suicide. It is defined as sadness
that is much more intense than,
or last much longer than, ordinary
sadness. Depression impairs the
ability to function normally and is

often the result of a chemical
imbalance in the brain. It can be
caused by some medications,
alcohol or drug abuse, and by

certain diseases.
The first

step in treating
depression is to see
a doctor to rule out
a medical cause.
The doctor may
prescribe anti-
d e p r e s s a n t
medication and
refer you to
counseling. The
combination of
medication and

therapy is highly successful in
treating depression.

L.E.A.P Program

Most departments offer
counseling to officers who need it,
and members of the Broward
County PBA and their families
have access to counseling though
the Law Enforcement Assistance
Program (L.E.A.P.) at no cost. You
can contact the L.E.A.P. program
at 1-800-680-LEAP or 954-327-
0396.

For more information on
depression and police suicide, visit
the Police Suicide Prevention
Association’s Web site at
www.policesuicide.com.

Sources: Labor Relations Information
System, Police Suicide Prevention
Association

Cops, Depression & Suicide:
Are Police At Higher Risk?

Suicide Signs

- A close relative committed
suicide

- Past suicide attempts
- Threats or talk of suicide
- Signs of depression:

• Mood changes
• Behavior changes
• Weight loss or gain
• Lack of interest in

favorite activities
• Lack of interest in life in

general
• Changes in a child’s

behavior patterns
• Sleep changes –

sleeping too much or
too little

• Poor concentration or
indecisiveness

• Withdrawing from
others

• Lack of self-confidence
or low self-esteem

• Tiredness
• Agitation
• Hopelessness

- Making plans for the care of
children

- Giving away valued
possessions or pets

- Suddenly calling or visiting
people he/she hasn’t seen in a
long time

- Showing sudden interest in
insurance, wills, burial plots, etc.

- Expressing hopelessness, either
about themselves or other things

- Abusing alcohol or drugs
- Going through a divorce or

break-up
- Being investigated on charges of

a crime or serious misconduct

Source: Police Suicide Prevention
Association

Here are some things to
watch for if you suspect
someone you know is
suicidal:
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VISIT US!!!
The Cops and Firefighters in Business network is available 24 hours/day online
at www.cfbnetwork.com or one of the addresses shown below.  To find a cop or

firefighter who is a REAL ESTATE AGENT, or to register yourself,
give us a call or look us up on the Internet, FREE OF CHARGE!!!

Cops and Firefighters in Business
(954) 838-0084 * 1-888-663-COPS (2677)

Visit our FREE website at

www.cfbnetwork.com

Locate a cop or firefighter who is an active and licensed REAL ESTATE AGENT!!!

Are you buyingbuyingbuyingbuyingbuying or sellingsellingsellingsellingselling a home?

Use CFBUse CFBUse CFBUse CFBUse CFB’s ’s ’s ’s ’s REREREREREALALALALALTTTTTOROROROROR R R R R Referreferreferreferreferral Network*al Network*al Network*al Network*al Network*
to find a cop or firefighterto find a cop or firefighterto find a cop or firefighterto find a cop or firefighterto find a cop or firefighter

to be your to be your to be your to be your to be your REREREREREAL EAL EAL EAL EAL ESSSSSTTTTTAAAAATTTTTE AE AE AE AE AGENGENGENGENGENT!T!T!T!T!

*The CFB Realtor Referral Network is a business referral system for members of the law enforcement and firefighting professions in South Florida who are licensed real
estate agents and active in the real estate business in the market.

NOW is still the time to take out a mortgage...rates are low and there are programs for every situation.
If you are in the market for a mortgage, why not do business with a fellow police officer?  Joe is an active
Pembroke Pines (FL) POLICE Captain while Robin spent many years as a nurse in South Florida.  Do
business with someone you can trust...call Joe and Robin Yetto today.

One call and you’ll get a:
free credit report
professional analysis of options customized for your situation
fast, easy closing

Call Joe and Robin Yetto, Bankers Mortgage Trust,

at (877) 996-2265 ext. 62
 13790 NW 4th Street, Suite 106, Sunrise, Florida 33325 * rmyetto@aol.com

Need a mortgage?  Do businessNeed a mortgage?  Do businessNeed a mortgage?  Do businessNeed a mortgage?  Do businessNeed a mortgage?  Do business
with a fellow police officer...with a fellow police officer...with a fellow police officer...with a fellow police officer...with a fellow police officer...

The FREE website that connects those with businesses in the law enforcement
and firefighting communities with the consumer has a new service...the CFB
Realtor Referral Network!  Now, for the first time, home buyers and sellers
can choose a real estate agent who is a cop or firefighter simply by logging
onto the CFB website and accessing our Realtor database!

www.copsinbusiness.com OR

www.firefightersinbusiness.com

55555
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POLICE OFFICERS
FIREFIGHTERS

&
TEACHERS ONLY

1% DOWN
on all

New Purchase
Home Loans

66666

Inside BSO
For Our Members With The Broward Sheriff's Office

January Employees Of The Month

Office ................. 954-583-4007
Cell ..................... 754-224-9553
Fax..................... 954-581-0001

Dep. James Herbert, Countywide Operations; Det. Mark Copley, Criminal Investigations; Deps. Euginio Legra &
Anthony Pittelli, Pembroke Park/South Broward; Dep. Jeff Poole, Dania Beach; Dep. Roger Thisler, Airport; Dep.
Kevin Berisko, Lauderdale Lakes; Det. Gregory Murphy, Central Broward; Court Dep. Joslyn Moxie,
Courthouse; Dep. Ronald D'Agostino, Tamarac; Dep. Vincent D'Esposito, Weston/Southwest Ranches; Det.
Matthew Morse, Unincorporated North Broward; Dep. Nicholas Romano, Deerfield Beach; Deps. Danny
Freiberger, Jonathan Kersey, Robert Ruthowski, Jamie Rubenstein & Bertha Shaw, Pompano Beach; Det. James
Ramirez, Oakland Park; Dep.Robert McDonald, Lauderdale-By-The-Sea; Sgt. Jeanne Tedesco & Dep. Mitchel
Zion, Port Everglades

Sgt. Dennis Additon, Dania Beach; Sgt. Joey Bechard, Oakland Park; Sgt. Simoni Cavalieri, Pompano Beach; Sgt.
Michael DeVita, Mass Transit; Sgt. Frank Heitman, Pompano Beach; Sgt. James Jenkins, Deerfield Beach; Sgt.
Derrick Kelly, Countywide Operations; Sgt. Timothy Langelier, Training Division; Sgt. Dave Lewis, Pompano Beach;
Sgt. Jeffrey Morse, Pompano Beach,; Sgt. Richard Rossman, CPIS; Lt. Cynthia Adamsky, Communications; Lt. Nichole
Armstrong, Pomapno Beach; Lt. Frank Ballante, DLE Operations Management; Lt. Julio Chang, Pompano Beach; Lt.
Kevin Granville, Pompano Beach; Lt. Oscar Llerena, Staff Inspections; Lt. Robert Schnakenberg, Central Broward

Promotions
We welcome Cooper City to the BSO family
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COLLEEN FRAZIER
Loan Consultant

Fort Lauderdale
Home Loan Center

954-229-6953

7.5 x 4.875

C U S T O M I Z E D  H O M E  L O A N S

Programs subject to change. Certain restrictions apply.  Interest rate/APR may be higher than when these costs are paid by
borrower. Some programs may not be combined with others.  We have loan offices and accept applications in: Washington Mutual

Bank, FA – many states; Washington Mutual Bank – ID, OR, UT, WA; and Washington Mutual Bank fsb – ID, MT, UT.

A20 Loan Product or Service
Generic Broad Product/ Service - Customized Home Loans

HOMES COME IN
ALL SHAPES AND SIZES.

SO DO OUR LOANS.

No point loans

Reduced closing costs

4 different payment options

Flexible approval criteria

For a home loan as individual as the home itself, call me.

Another Reason To Eat
Your Spinach

Spinach is loaded with
magnesium, a mineral that

research suggests may have a
protective effect against
diabetes. The study showed that
adequate levels of magnesium
were associated with a lower
risk of type-2 diabetes.

Vitamin D And Colon
Health

New research shows that
getting an adequate daily

dose of vitamin D may have a
protective effect against the
development of serious colon
polyps – intestinal growths that
can turn cancerous. Aim for 400
IU of vitamin D a day – you can
find it in fortified milk and many
calcium supplements; check the
label.

Keep Your Mind Young

Intellectual activities, such as
attending cultural events,

taking evening classes or playing
cards, help keep your mind
sharp as you head into middle
age. People who regularly
engage in cognitively complex
leisure pursuits stayed sharper
as they aged compared to those
who preferred activities like
gardening or household tasks.

Some Medications Don’t
Mix With Grapefruit
Juice

Studies show that grapefruit
juice may cause some blood

pressure medications, called
calcium channel blockers, and
some cholesterol medications,
called statins, to be absorbed too
quickly by the body. Read the
prescribing information for your
medications carefully, and ask
your doctor or pharmacist about
food interactions.

Staying Positive Helps
Your Heart

Focusing on positive thoughts
can help protect you from

heart disease. A study found
that men who tended to
experience negative emotions
such as anxiety, pessimism and
hostility had a higher risk of
heart disease compared to those
who had more positive outlooks.

Source: realage.com

Health & Fitness
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Prepaid Legal Services
Another Benefit of PBA Membership

Every dues-paying member of
the Broward County PBA is

eligible to receive prepaid legal
services as benefit of membership.
These services are offered at no
charge, however the member is
responsible for any court costs or
expenses such as court fees,
deposition fees, court reporter
fees.

Members are eligible for
prepaid legal services after 30
days of membership. Covered
legal services include:

• Initial Consultation
• Simple Will
• Living Will
• General Power of

Attorney
• Durable Power of

Attorney
• Purchase and/or sale of

primary residence
• Incorporation
• Dissolution of Marriage

(Uncontested, with or
without children, with
written property
settlement agreement
included)

• Adoption
(Uncontested step-
parent)

• Unemployment
Compensation Hearings

• Name Change

• Disciplinary proceedings,
including certification
hearing and state
attorney appearances for
matters not within the
course and scope of
employment

• Worker’s Compensation
claims

• Third-Party Claims/
Personal Injury Claims

• Off-Duty Traffic
Infractions (except DUI,
driving with a suspended
license or any other
criminal traffic matters)

Certain legal services are not
covered on the plan:

• Any matter requiring
practice before the Federal
Bankruptcy Court

• Any case in which defense
is provided through a
policy of insurance and/or
as an incident to
employment or covered by
membership in the
Broward County PBA.

• All legal matters pending
or having accrued prior to
the commencement of the
plan participant’s eligibility
for benefits

• All matters involving tax
issues

• Any matter which would
constitute a conflict of
interest by the providing
firm

Members are also entitled to
other services at a reduced charge.
These include State and Federal
misdemeanor and felony defenses,
DUI and other criminal traffic
violations, and civil matters such
as contested divorces, child
custody and support.

All prepaid legal services are
provided by the Law Offices of
Michael Braverman, PA. Attorney
Braverman can be reached at 954/
791-2010.

A Word About Our Advertising
Our advertisers pay to place their ads in The Broward Centurion.
Their appearance in this newsletter is by no means an
endorsement of their products or services by the Broward County
PBA. Only ads that bear the PBA logo have the endorsement of
this organization.
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ALAN M. GOULD & CO.
1601 Forum Place, Suite 1000  West Palm Beach, FL  33401  (561)616-2500

Is Pleased To Remind Law Enforcement Professionals
Of Its Broward Location At:

FLORIDA BUSINESS CENTER
2400 WEST CYPRESS CREEK ROAD

SUITE 131
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA  33309

(954) 979-1881
By Appointment Only

CLINT ETHERIDGE, MANAGING PARTNER
(32 YEAR VETERAN OF PALM BEACH COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT)

FREE REVIEW OF YOUR 2002 TAX RETURNS

THE FIRM WILL CONTINUE TO LIMIT ITS PRACTICE TO

TAXATION

WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS IN THE AREAS OF

FEDERAL AND STATE TAX PREPARATION
(INCLUDING REPRESENTATION)

ESTATE PLANNING AND  PROBATE
EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS

TAX-RELATED TRANSACTIONAL MATTERS

Tax-Time (April 15th) will be here before you know it...

The Broward Centurion 1010101010
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In Memory
On January 27, Angela

McBride lost her
three-and-a-half year battle
with ovarian cancer. She
was 34. She is survived by her
husband, Hollywood officer
Michael McBride, her
daughter, Alyssa, and
numerous friends and family.

In April of 2003, a
fundraiser, “The Drive for

McBride,” was held to help ease the financial burden
the McBrides faced because of Angie’s illness. Members
of the PBA, Hollywood Police Department and
numerous other members of the South Florida Law
Enforcement family raised over $30,000 for Mike,
Angie and Alyssa.

Contributions in Angie’s memory can be made to:
The Alyssa McBride Education Fund
C/O South Credit Union
4205 Hollywood Blvd.
Hollywood, FL  33021

I have had the privilege of knowing Angie as a neighbor
and friend for eight years. Her courage and strength during
her fight have been an inspiration to me. She was a rare
and wonderful person – I will miss her kindness, generosity
and, most of all, her smile. – Megan

In 2000, a law was created authorizing a
 national law enforcement museum to be built

on federal property in Washington, DC. The
National Law Enforcement Museum is a project
of the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial Fund (NLEOMF). The purpose of the
museum is to increase public support for law
enforcement and to promote law enforcement
safety.

The idea came into being after many visitors
to the National
Law Enforcement
M e m o r i a l
expressed interest
in hearing the
m e m o r i a l i z e d
officers’ stories.

The museum will serve to generate a better
understanding and appreciation for the
contribution that law enforcement officers make.

The National Law Enforcement Museum will
be the largest and most comprehensive facility of
its kind in the world. It will encompass
approximately 35,000 square feet and will feature
interactive exhibits
that will allow
visitors to
experience a little of
what it is like to be
a police officer. At
the facility’s heart
will be the “Hall of
R e m e m b r a n c e , ”
featuring the stories
of fallen officers as
well as personal mementos that have been left at
the Memorial over the years. In addition to
exhibits, the museum will include a research
repository devoted to promoting law enforcement
safety.

Construction is set to begin in 2006, with the
project completed in 2008. Funding for the $60
million project comes from private donations from
individuals, corporations, foundations and from
the law enforcement community. If you would
like to make a contribution, visit the NLEOMF’s
Web site at www.nleomf.org.
Source: www.nleomf.org

Law Enforcement
Museum To Be Built
In Washington, DC

This phrase has its origins in the Masonic Lodge.
There are three degrees of masons: the Entered

Apprentice, the Fellowcraft and the Master
Mason. To reach each rank, one must submit to
questioning.  The Mason’s questioning for the third-
degree, or Master Mason , was known to be a
frightening and unpleasant ordeal and  more
physically challenging than the other  degrees.

The term has come to be used for any
long and arduous questioning or interrogation.

Where'd That Saying
Come From?

The Third Degree
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PBA-Endorsed
Candidates
Need Member
Support

Dear Members,
 As you have

s e e n , o u r
endorsements are
displayed on the
front page of this
newsletter.  Those

endorsements would not have been possible if not
for dedicated members who volunteered their time
to participate in the screening process.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
each one of the following members who sacrificed
most of their day to participate:

Senior Vice President Pat Hanrahan
Secretary Debbie Reggio
Treasurer Jeff Marano
Representative Paul Weiss
(BSO Support)

City of Hollywood
Representative Tony Fernandez
Representative Keith Wadsworth
Will Fernander
Manny Marino

City of Pompano Beach
Representative Jeff Poole
Adam Burns
Mitch Gordon
Dave Hanks

City of Pembroke Pines
Representative James Fisher
Representative Glen Parker
Representative James Ryan
Brandon Mazone
Daniel Rakofsky

City of Wilton Manors
Representative Brian Behan
Representative Ed Costello
Representative David Jones
Chuck Howard
Tom Sadagursky

Now that the screening process is over it is time
to look toward Election Day.  The elections will be
held on March 9 and your vote is vital.  The only
way that the PBA can remain successful is by
ensuring that our candidates are elected.  As such,
I am asking that every member and their family cast
their vote for our candidates on March 9.

In solidarity,
Neil Vaughan
Vice President

Political &
Legislative Affairs

Soon it will be time to elect
commissioners, senators,

judges and mayors. It is important
for all PBA members to be involved in the political
process. Have you ever wondered why some
departments get more than others? It’s because the
men and women in those departments care
enough to get involved. If we help to get someone
elected and they don’t help us acquire a good
contract, then we will not support them in future
elections.

Prior to an election, we screen candidates to
determine if they support the needs of our
membership. The public knows that we put
candidates through a screening process, and trusts
our recommendations. Many elected officials owe
their jobs to the PBA and are eager to support bills
that we advocate.

Get involved in the process and support PBA-
endorsed candidates. Remember, there is strength
in unity.

By PBA Rep. Paul Weiss, BSO
Support
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Money Matters

Each year, the IRS sends
thousands of correction

notices, slowing down refunds
and causing  taxpayers to pay
interest and penalties. Protect
yourself by reviewing these
common mistakes and making the
necessary preparations to avoid
them.

Math Errors

Addition and subtraction errors
are the number one mistake made
by taxpayers, according to the
Internal Revenue Service. All
returns are checked by the IRS
for mathematical errors. If an
error is found, you will
automatically receive a
correction notice, and if there’s
a deficiency, a bill for that
amount. If you’ve overpaid,
you can apply the excess to
future taxes or get a credit or
refund. Check your correction
notice; the IRS sometimes
makes mistakes, too.

Forgetting Interest And
Dividends

Interest and dividends paid to you
by financial institutions are
reported to the IRS, and
crosschecked the majority of the
time. If you’ve failed to report
your interest and dividends, you’ll
receive a notice for taxes and
interest on overdue taxes. Check
such notices carefully: According
to the General Accounting Office,
about half of the correction notices
issued are not correct.

Not Using The Proper
Investment Basis

A basis is the original value of your
investments. Your dividends and
capital gains are reported each
year. When you sell your
investments, the gain is the
difference between what you get
on the sale and your “basis,” the
amount realized less your adjusted
initial investment basis.
Reinvestment of dividends will
increase your basis. To make sure

you have the correct basis, check
with your fund company or
broker.

Getting Married

If you’re planning on getting
married at the end of the year, you
might want to postpone it until the
beginning of the next year. You
could save a lot of money. Despite
recent changes to the tax code, if
both partners work, the marriage
penalty remains.

Losing Receipts

Keep your receipts and checks if
you plan to deduct those expenses.
Hold on to them for three years
from the time you deduct them;
the statute of limitations to
disallow deductions is three years.
After that, the IRS is prohibited
from even questioning them.

Not Bunching Deductions

Some deductions are allowed only
after you exceed a minimum
amount, like medical expenses.
The best plan is to bundle your
deductions together in a single
year in order to exceed the
minimum. You can do this by
prepaying things like medical
insurance or your tax preparer on
December 31.

Not Donating Unwanted Items
To Charity Before December 31

Give your unwanted items away
before the end of the year. You
can deduct the wholesale value of
these items as a charitable
contribution. Just make sure to get
a dated receipt. It doesn’t have to
list the items or their value; you
can fill it in yourself. You can also
deduct 14 cents a mile for
charitable work, and that includes
trips to bring your unwanted items
to the charity.

Source: MSN Money

Tax Mistakes To Avoid
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Governor Bush has called for the creation of the Florida
   Prescription Validation Program, which he believes will assist

in tracking illegal use of prescription drugs, preventing fraud and
improving drug abuse treatment.

The proposed program will include a database containing the
recent prescription history of patients over 16 years old. The goal is to
prevent prescription drug fraud by patients and doctors while
protecting patients’ privacy.

Abuse of prescription medication accounts for about 30 percent of
the nation’s drug use. In 2002, more than 3,300 Floridians died of a

prescription drug overdose. More people in the state die each year from prescription drug overdoses than
from heroin and cocaine combined. It is estimated that we lose five Floridians every day from prescription
drug abuse. The problem has become so widespread that it includes diversion, corruption, fraud and
racketeering.

Source: Governor Bush’s E-Newsletter, February 9, 2004

Governor Proposes Legislation
To Fight Prescription Drug Abuse

Good, Better, Best
Just For Laughs

Good

A Madison, Wisconsin, policeman had
 a perfect spot to watch for speeders,

but wasn’t getting many.
Then he discovered the problem – a

12-year-old boy was standing up the road
with a hand-painted sign that read
“RADAR TRAP AHEAD.” The officer
then found a young accomplice down the
road with a sign reading, “TIPS” and a
bucket full of money.

Better

A motorist was mailed a picture of his
 car speeding through an automated

radar post in La Crosse, Wisconsin. A $40
speeding ticket was included. Being cute,
he sent the police department of picture of
$40. The police responded with another
mailed photo of handcuffs.

Best

A young woman was pulled over for
 speeding. As the Wisconsin State

Trooper walked to her car window flipping
open his ticket book, she said, “I bet you are
going to sell me a ticket to the State
Troopers Ball.” He replied, “Wisconsin State
Troopers don’t have balls.” There was a
moment of silence while she smiled, and he
realized what he’d just said. He then closed
his book, got back in his patrol car and left.
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CALLING ALL CARS, TRUCKS & VANS

"CALL TODAY"
RONALD R. SCHEMBRI, PRESIDENT

Office
(954) 584-8220

Pager
(954) 619-7900

AUTOMOTIVE
CONSULTANTS USA, INC.

You have the right…
to have all interviews tape-recorded from
start to end.
to have a PBA representative present during
any interview.
to have the interview for a reasonable
length of time.
to know who is in charge of the
investigation.
not to be forced to resign.
to know what the charges are.
to have the interview at a reasonable time.
to review ALL statements before answering
questions.
to know the name of the person bringing
the complaint.
not to be threatened, bribed or subjected to
offensive language.

If you need assistance, contact the PBA
legal unit at 954/584-7600.
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Members
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PBA Member Wins Prize At
Chili Cookoff
BSO Detective Joe Kessling came in third place in
the 19th annual KISS Country Chili Cookoff, held
on January 25. Congratulations, Joe!

Births
Pembroke Pines officer Erwin
Lopez and his wife, Melissa,
welcomed their second child
last fall. Brock Jacob Lopez

entered the world on November 7, 2003,
weighing 8 lbs, 1 oz. Mia is his proud big sister.

Pembroke Pines officers Don & Victoria Hines
welcomed Allison Hines on January 31, 2004.
Allison weighed 7 lbs., 6 oz. and was 19 inches
long. Mom, Dad and baby are all doing fine.

Donovan Kai Pinder, the third child of
Pembroke Pines officer Archie Pinder and his
wife, made his debut on February 10, 2004. He
weighed in at 6 lbs., and was 18 inches long.
Donovan, Mom, Dad, big brother Archie Malik
and big sister Liyah are all doing great.

Congratulations to all!

Third Time’s The Charm

In January, we printed a correction to Eric
Augustis’ overseas address. Unfortunately, the

corrected address was also wrong. His wife has
provided us with the correct address:

Eric Augustis
Unit 3N
APO, AE09354

Hollywood Officer  Anthony Pimentel is stationed
in Jacksonville with the Coast Guard. You can
write him at:

MOL-OPS/Attn: Anthony Pimentel
4200 N. Ocean Street
Atlantic Beach, FL  32233

Remember Our Members
Serving In The Military

Miramar
Announces
Promotions
On February 20, the following
Miramar officers were
promoted:

Major Keith Dunn - Assistant Chief of Police
Captain Denny Davis - Major
Captain Cynthia Brown - Major
Sergeant John Petrone - Captain
Officer Michael Lewis - Sergeant

Congratulations!
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Law Enforcement News
Items of Interest From Around The U.S.
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Scam Alert

The new camera cell phones are
being used to take pictures of

credit cards as they are being used
at retail stores, restaurants,
grocery stores and other outlets.
Beware of anyone holding a cell
phone as you use your credit card
to pay. By taking a photo of your
card, thieves can get your name,
card number and expiration date.

Officer Safety

Paint ball guns manufactured by
an Asian company and

available in the civilian market are
almost exact replicas of real Colt
9mm and MP5s.

Keep an eye out for a small knife
designed to fit into a card that is
the same size as a credit card.

Chicago – In 2003, homicides hit
 a 36-year low in Chicago, but

the city still has more than any
other city in the country.

The Chicago Police
Department has put a program in
place to help reduce the city’s
homicide rate. Since approximately
43% of all homicides through
November of 2003 were gang-
related, the department is
redistributing its manpower,
concentrating on areas with heavy
gang activity.

Additionally, surveillance
cameras have been installed in the
worst neighborhoods, and 1,000
officers have been removed from
desk duty to patrol heavy-crime
areas on a rotating basis.

A Targeted Response Unit
deploys members to the area of the
city that had the highest number
of shootings and homicides the
previous week. Since its inception
last summer, the unit has arrested
nearly 2,600 people, questioned
about 10,000 people and
confiscated 130 guns. Because of
these efforts, Chicago ended 2003
with 1,000 fewer shootings in than
in the previous year.

Source: New York Times

Portland, OR – Portland’s police
review commission has issued

a new profanity policy for the
police department. Officers are
only allowed to curse when they
think it will help avoid using force.
If they do use profanity, they must
justify it in their written report.

Officers who curse will be
tracked by the department and
could be disciplined if they receive
too many complaints.

Source: FoxNews.com

New York – Police
Commissioner Ray Kelly has

come under fire from outraged
cops and the Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association for his
comments on the fatal shooting of
a black Brooklyn teen by a white
officer.

Kelly declared that the
shooting appeared to have “no
justification.” The investigation
was still ongoing when he made
that comment. In fact, the officer
involved had yet to make a

statement to the district attorney’s
office.

The incident occurred on
January 25, during a routine
patrol of a housing project located
in the Bedford-Stuyvesant area of
Brooklyn. The officer and his
partner opened the door to the
roof, and were apparently startled
by the teenager and his friends,
who were attempting to exit the
roof. No words were exchanged
before the shots were fired. The
teenager was unarmed.

Sources: The New York Post; The
New York Times

Vero Beach, FL – After six
months of negotiations with

the Coastal Police Benevolent
Association, the city of Vero Beach
has agreed to a two-year contract
that will bring the salaries of its
police officers closer to those of
other departments in the region.

Starting salaries for Vero police
were competitive, but the salaries
of officers who have worked for
the city for 10 or more years were
lagging behind, often $10,000 per
year or more.

The new contract will provide
raises of between 1% and 20%,
depending on time on the job.

Source: The Press Journal
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When Tom Simonds of the San Diego Police Department
arrived at his hotel in Hollywood, he, his

wife and their friends planned on doing a little
sightseeing before they boarded their
Caribbean cruise. They weren’t expecting to
be held at gunpoint and robbed. But the
Broward PBA’s HOPE Fund came to the
rescue.

Two men followed the foursome into
their room, then closed and locked the
door. They pulled out a gun and ordered
them to get down on the floor. The men
took their wallets and rifled through
their luggage, looking for more money.

After the robbers left, Tom called
the Hollywood Police Department to
report the crime. After the scene was
processed and the report filed, Tom
and his friends were taken to
another hotel, where one
Hollywood lieutenant handed
them $600 of his own money.

The next day, detectives
arrived and brought Tom and
his party to the Broward
County PBA office, where they
met president Dick Brickman.
Both Tom and his fellow
officer Gary Stewart were
given $500 each from the
HOPE fund.

The following day, they
boarded their cruise as

scheduled. Their vacation was
saved because the HOPE fund was in place.

HOPE stands for Helping Other Police Everywhere, and
that’s exactly why the fund exists.

The San Diego Police Officers Association repaid the HOPE
fund, and Tom Simonds is trying to get them to establish a
HOPE fund of their own.

Contributions can be made to the HOPE Fund in care of
the Broward County PBA.

HOPE Fund Rescues San Diego
Officer’s Vacation
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Letters & Thanks
Dear Dick,

I would like to say that this letter is
well overdue. I have been a member
of the PBA for nineteen years and have
always been treated extremely well. I
have been fortunate enough to have
you there in times of need and career
crisis.

I would like to take this
opportunity to personally thank
Barbara Duffy, General Counsel. She
has been there for my family and me
at times when I felt there was no hope
for some incredible allegations that
were brought against me. She has
always been professional and helpful.
She has guided, advised and assisted
me with any situation that arose.

Approximately three years ago,
Barbara defended me against some
serious charges that were filed with
Professional Compliance by a subject I
had arrested. Barbara, seeing the
seriousness of these charges, requested
Michael Dutko (Bogenschutz & Dutko)
to assist in the case and by making this
choice and working with Mr. Dutko,
ultimately resulted in no charges being
filed and my name cleared. Thanks to
both of them on an excellent job!

We often forget to thank the people
who truly deserve it, and I apologize
for not doing this sooner.

In closing, I would like to state a
very valuable lesson. Always consult
the PBA whenever you think you may
have an issue that could jeopardize
your job, and listen to their advice; it
could be the most serious career
decision you ever make.

Sincerely,

James M. Schott, PBA Member

We received the following letter from David Belusko, a retired
Pembroke Pines officer, along with a generous check. Thanks, David.

– Megan

Retired Pines Officer Donates
$300 To HOPE Fund
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L.E.A.P. PROGRAM
(Law Enforcement Assistance Program)

1-800-680-LEAP
954-327-0396

A No Cost Benefit to
PBA Members & Family Members

John A. LaPointe, PH.D.
Clinical and Consulting Psychologist

Director, L.E.A.P

Prepaid Legal Services Plan
For Broward PBA Members

Michael Braverman, P.A.
2650 West State Road 84

Fort Lauderdale, FL  33312
(954) 791-2010

DISCRIMINATION?
WHEN EXPERIENCE COUNTS...

PANZA, MAURER,
MAYNARD & NEEL, P.A.
Attorneys and Counselors at  Law

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION

Race     Sex     Age     Disability
Pregnancy     Wrongful Termination

Sexual Harassment

FREE CONSULTATION
(954) 390-0100
3600 N. Federal Highway

Bank of  America Building, 3rd Floor
Fort Lauderdale, FL  33308

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based
solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free

written information about our quaulifications16853 N.E. 2nd Ave., Suite 102  •  North Miami Beach, FL 33162
(305) 653-7141  •  (800) 486-7141

www.tui.edu  •  e-mail: dean-fl@tui.edu

Investigate new career options
with an advanced degree.

We’re Union Institute & University, the nation’s premier university for
adults. All of our programs are designed with you—the working person
in mind. We offer accredited BA/BS, MA, and PH.D. degree programs, as
well as an accelerated degree completion program. Our individualized
and flexible scheduling can accommodate even the busiest professional.

In addition, in our undergraduate program, take advantage of up to 96
hours of college credit awarded for BLE training, in-service training
(CJSTC/FDLE coursework) or life experience. Enjoy individualized
instruction and mentoring with faculty,and participate in designing your
own degree program. Financial aid is always available for qualified
applicants. UI&U is approved by the Veterans’ Administration to
administer GI Montgomery Bill benefits.

Discover why Union Institute & University is ranked one of the nation’s
best universities by US News & World Report. Call today or visit
www.tui.edu to find out more about our bachelor's and master's
degree programs.
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