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In this issue: 
- Body Worn Camera Concerns
- Visit the new BCPBA website
- Helping Our Own: Tommy O’Keefe
- Scholarship Winners to be
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Get in Touch
Write
Letters to the Editor
Broward County PBA
2650 West State Road 84
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312
Email editor@bcpba.org
Fax 954-583-0405
Twitter @gobcpba

Letters or articles submitted must 
include the writers’ true full name, 
address and daytime phone number. 
Any letters or articles submitted for 
publication must be accompanied 
by a statement giving permission to 
publish. The Broward County PBA 
reserves the right of the Executive 
Board or Editor to amend or to add 
an editor’s comment to any article 
or letter submitted. 

The Official Publication of the 
Broward County PBA
(A Charter of the Florida PBA)
2650 West State Road 84
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312

Telephone: 954-584-7600
Fax: 954-583-0405
Editor: Tina Koenig
Email: tkoenig@bcpba.org

The Broward Centurion is
published by the Broward County 
Police Benevolent Association for 
the sole benefit of its members. 
The Broward Centurion is
dedicated to the advancement of 
the law enforcement profession 
through better and stronger
community relations. The opin-
ions expressed in the publication 
of The Broward Centurion are not 
necessarily those of the Broward 
County PBA, its staff, Executive 
Board or the Board of Directors.
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Meet Your PBA Staff
Office Manager/Detail Coordinator

Kim
Receptionist

Maryann
Membership

Ann
Legal Assistant 

Irene
Director of Communications

Tina
General Counsel 

Julio

Office hours: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm

The Broward Centurion is published 12 
times a year and distributed to over 2,800 
County PBA members and associates.

Advertising rates effective 1/1/15
Business card ad  $100.00 
One-quarter page ad $200.00 
One-half page ad  $350.00   
Full page ad  $600.00 

Above: The BCPBA has a new 
website with news updates, mobile-
friendly forms for new members and 
legal forms for officers and deputies 
who wish to use BCPBA legal ser-
vices. Your feedback is welcomed.

Prices are for b/w; add 10% per month for 
color. An advertising agreement must be 
signed and all ads prepaid before insertion. 
The minimum agreement period is three (3) 
issues. Member Marketplace $100/year.

Advertisement in this publication does not 
imply endorsement by the Broward County 
PBA unless otherwise specified. 

Visit the new bcpba.org
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use of force consultant retained by the 
City of Hallandale Beach preaches that 
road patrol officers equipped with body 
cameras must buy into the program for it 
to be successful. Let’s see.
     While we’re on the topic of technol-
ogy…remember when the Taser was go-
ing to change policing? Tasers were go-
ing to save lives, and change the public’s 
perception on police use of force. Now 
it seems law enforcement has to perform 
a medical and drug assessment on a sub-
ject PRIOR to deploying the Taser. 
     Yes, 2016 is on the horizon. Both the 
State Attorney and Public Defender are 
up for re-election. The prosecution of 
Broward County law enforcement is a 
hot topic. Just remember to do whatever 
you have to do to protect both yourself 
and the public. As the largest union 
representing officers and deputies in Bro-
ward County, we continue to retain and 
make available the best legal representa-
tion there is.

Stay safe.

Members:

Law enforcement practices are a hot 
topic as candidates throughout the 
United States gear up for the 2016 presi-
dential election. Broward County is no 
exception. It seems everyone is joining 
in on the body worn camera frenzy. My 
favorite pro cop-cam argument is that 
body cameras will modify the behavior 
of citizens when they come into contact 
with law enforcement. Following that 
rational, I wonder what element of the 
public looted and burned Ferguson Mis-
souri while the national news cameras 
were live and rolling? What segment 
of the public looted and burned Balti-
more? Was it aliens from another planet 
who threw rocks, bricks, and bottles at 
uniformed Baltimore Police Officers in 
field force formations? Was it extrater-
restrials who sent over 50 officers to the 
hospital while the television cameras 
were in plain view? Maybe we should 
call Mulder and Scully to find out.
     The BCBPA is finalizing a survey 
of the Hallandale Beach membership 
on the issue of body-worn cameras. 
The survey will be conducted by a third 
party consultant who will evaluate the 
opinions of our BCPBA members. The 

Legal Activity Report
The Broward County PBA opened 
22 new cases in April and closed 
23 cases. As of April 30, 2015 there 
were 204 cases pending. 
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     The 2015 Legislative Session 
ended on Friday, May 1, 2015 with-
out finishing the law enforcement of-
ficers’ body worn cameras legislative 
package.  The Legislature did pass 
the public records exemption legisla-
tion (SB 248), but the policy guide-
lines portion (HB 57 & SB 7080) 
of the package did not complete the 
legislative process.  The passage of 
the complete package was a priority 
for the Florida PBA, because each 
bill had critical components that pro-
tect law enforcement officers and the 
public from the possible unintended 
consequences that body worn camera 
recordings may pose.
     SB 248 created the public records 
exemptions for body worn cameras.  
This legislation was designed to deal 
with privacy concerns and, although, 
the bill was the more controversial 
piece of the package, it completed 
the legislative process while the more 
benign legislation HB 57 & SB 7080 
failed to pass.

The following exemptions are con-
tained in the SB 248 legislation:

- Is taken within the interior of a 
private residence; 
- Is taken on the property of a facil-
ity that offers health care, mental 
health care, or social services; 
- Is taken at a place where a person 
recorded or depicted in the record-
ing has a reasonable expectation of 
privacy. 
 
     If the audio or video recording or 
a portion of such recording is exempt 
or confidential and exempt pursuant 
to another exemption in s. 119.071, 
F.S., that exemption applies and de-
termines under which circumstances, 
if any, the recording or a portion of 
the recording may be disclosed to the 
public. 
     The exemption is subject to the 
Open Government Sunset Review 

Act and stands repealed on October 
2, 2020, unless reviewed and saved 
from repeal though reenactment by 
the Legislature. The bill also provides 
a statement of public necessity for the 
exemption. 
      The bill authorizes the law en-
forcement agency having custody 
over the recording to disclose the 
recording to another law enforcement 
agency in furtherance of that agency’s 
official duties and responsibilities and 
specifies persons who may inspect the 
recording. 
      Applicable to the new exemption, 
a law enforcement agency must have 
a retention policy of at least 90 days 
for the audio or video recordings un-
less the recording is part of an active 
criminal investigation or criminal 
intelligence 
operation or 
a court orders 
its retention 
for a longer 
period. A law 
enforcement 
agency must 
disclose its 
records reten-
tion policy 
for recordings 
under the new 
exemption.
     HB 57 & 
SB 7080 did 
not complete 
the process 
and therefore 
creates a serious situation for law 
enforcement officers wearing body 
cameras.
     The legislation attempted to create 
a list of specific guidelines an agen-
cy’s policy must contain if choosing 
to implement body cameras.  
 
- General guidelines for the proper 
use, maintenance, and storage of body 
cameras; 
- Any limitations on which law en-
forcement officers are permitted to 
wear body cameras; 
- Any limitations on the law enforce-

ment activities and encounters in 
which law enforcement officers are 
permitted to wear body cameras; and 
- General guidelines for the proper 
storage, retention, and release of au-
dio and video data recorded by body 
cameras. 
    The bill requires law enforcement 
agencies to provide policies and pro-
cedures training to all personnel who 
use, maintain, store, or release body 
camera recording data. 
     The bill also exempted law en-
forcement agencies employing the 
use of body cameras from the chapter 
934 two party consent requirements.

Background on Chapter 934, F.S.

Chapter 934, F.S., governs the 
security of various types of com-
munications in the State, and limits 
the ability to intercept, monitor, and 
record such communications. The 
Chapter provides for criminal penal-
ties and civil remedies in circum-
stances where communications are 
intercepted in violation of Chapter 
934, F.S. Additionally, s. 934.03(2)

(d), F.S., creates 
the “two party 
consent rule,” 
which requires 
that all parties to a 
communication or 
conversation must 
consent to having 
the communica-
tion recorded 
before it can be 
done so legally. 
Chapter 934, F.S., 
provides a limited 
exception for law 
enforcement-
related recordings 
when “such per-

son is a party to the communication 
or one of the parties to the communi-
cation has given prior consent to such 
interception and the purpose of such 
interception is to obtain evidence of a 
criminal act.”
     Just imagine attempting to gain 
consent from everyone in a crowd.
     The Florida PBA strongly urges 
agencies to cease utilizing body worn 
cameras unless an acceptable alterna-
tive in lieu of the Chapter 934 ex-
emption can be agreed to by all par-
ties.  The potential for criminal and 
civil harm against law enforcement 
officers is too great to be ignored.

By Matt Pucket
Executive Director, Florida PBA

A Serious Liability for Law
Enforcement Officers Wearing 

Body Worn Cameras
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Inside BSO
THAT! It takes long-term efforts 
to create those relationships and to 
have that voice!
     Our detractors have thrown 
mud at fellow deputies and offi-
cers who are supposed to be their 
brothers and sisters. I will not 
partake in any of those methods 
during this process. As you 
know, I love them 
like I love you all.
     We should 
all share the 
same concern 
and ask this 
question: 
Why haven’t 
these co-
workers chosen 
a path of love? If 
they cared for you/
us they would have signed up to 
help over the last 20 years. They 
could have dedicated themselves 
to change within an organization 
that has represented us and has the 
strength to make change.
     Now those detractors, who 
have played Monday morning 
quarterback from their recliners, 
think they can do it better? I don’t 
say that to demean them; they are 

On the Road
     with Secretary Lee Martin

Lee Martin

     It appears that a PERC elec-
tion is on the horizon. Through-
out the process, I would ask 
our members to stay focused on 
one word –RELEVANCY! It is 
unquestionable who the relevant 
police union is locally, statewide, 
and nationally. It is the PBA, pe-
riod! Our relevancy is something 
our leaders and members have 
invested in for decades.
     Our dues have supported 
initiatives that have helped us get 
the FRS D.R.O.P., Law Enforce-
ment Bill of Rights, and count-
less other bills that have affected 
the law enforcement community 
in a positive way. 
     Our dues have also thwarted 
off negative bills and decisions 
made against us. NO OTHER 
POLICE UNION CAN DO 

family. It is merely a question 
we should all ask. The question 
is: Why have they sat idle while 
there was work to be done? If 
it appears that I am angry, I am 
not. Those who know me under-
stand that I have only love
in my heart. It saddens me that
   my  brothers elect to throw

      stones rather than to help.

   I love you all! 

   Please call or text 
  me at 954-347-2515
  or email me at
  lmartin@bcpba.org
  if there is anything

  you wish to discuss
   or with any ideas you

     may have.

“Our prime purpose in this life 
is to help others. And if you can’t 
help them, at least don’t hurt 
them.”
                                        Dalai Lama
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H
for Tommy
OPE

Friends…
this request is urgent!

BSO Deputy Tommy O’Keefe III has been diagnosed 
with Glioblastoma Multiforme, which is the most
aggressive malignant primary brain tumor in
humans. Tommy is Stage 4. He has undergone two 
craniotomies, radiation, and chemotherapy. The 
latest round of chemotherapy caused severe brain 
swelling. Treatment has been suspended. Doctors 
have suggested that he seek a clinical trial at MD 
Anderson in Texas or the Mayo Clinic in Minne-
sota. These hospitals are considered out of net-
work; the expenses will be astronomical.

Tommy is a third-generation police officer. His 
grandfather was with the Boston Police Department 

and his father was with Miami-Dade Police.  Tommy 
has been with BSO for the past 12 years. He is cur-

rently assigned to the Dania Beach district as a Field 
Training Deputy.  His sick leave will be expiring soon 

and his fellow deputies will be donating time on his behalf. 

Due to numerous hospital admissions, treatments, and medical 
travel, Tommy has incurred extraordinary out-of-pocket expenses. 

The costs have become a financial burden on his family, which includes his 
wife, Jessica, and 8-month old daughter, Mackenzie.

The PBA is seeking contributions for Deputy Tommy O’Keefe through The 
HOPE FUND.  Please make your tax-deductible donation payable to the 
Broward County PBA HOPE Fund. Please write Tommy O’Keefe in the 
memo field of the check. Mail checks to Broward County Police Benevolent 
Assn., 2650 W. State Rd. 84, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312. 
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E
In Broward 954-659-9322   In Dade 305-362-6222   TOLL FREE 1-866-418-6222   Fax: 954-659-9909

For a complete listing of our firm’s credentials, please visit us at www.lawmla.com 

Martin, Lister & Alvarez

Specializing in Serious Personal Injury
Matters, Product Liability, Medical

Malpractice & Wrongful Death
* Admitted New York and Tennessee

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely on advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience.

Timothy M. Martin*
• Florida Bar Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

• National Board of Trial Advocacy Civil Trial Specialist
• Supreme Court Certified Circuit Civil Mediator

• AV Rated Martindale-Hubbell
• Former MDPD Homicide Detective

• Florida Super Lawyers       • Adjunct Law Professor

Tamatha S. Alvarez
• Florida Bar Board Certified Civil Trial Lawyer

• National Board of Trial Advocacy Civil Trial Specialist
• Former Assistant City Attorney, Hollywood, Florida

• AV Rated Martindale-Hubbell   • Adjunct Law Professor

David P. Lister
• Million Dollar Advocates Forum

• AV Rated Martindale-Hubbell
• American Bar Association

• U.S. District Court
• Dade County Trial Lawyers Association

• Association of Florida Trial Lawyers    • Florida Legal Elite

2893 EXECUTIVE PARK DRIVE, SUITE 204, WESTON, FL 33331

PBA’S ASSOCIATE PERSONAL INJURY COUNSEL
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Your Dream 
Home

K E L L E R  W I L L I A M S
R E A L T Y

Troy Wilson, Realtor (954) 818-6092
16 Year Broward LEO
Broward PBA Member
TroyWilson@kw.com    www.TroySellsBroward.com

25% commission rebate on
all closed transactions for
Broward PBA members

and their families

Broward PBA
Scholarship Update

Debbie Reggio

Thanks to all who submitted 
applications for the BCPBA 
Scholarship Awards. Essays 
have been forwarded to the 
Scholarship Committee.

Following are the names of all 
those who sent in applications.
I want to wish everyone good 
luck. We will be announcing 
the winners sometime in June.

1. Sean Allen                                                                       
2. Jessica Baker                                                                   
3. Kaitlyn Berman                                                               
4. Desiree Bueno                                                                
5. Christina Bukata                                                             
6. Jacqueline Bukata                                                          
7. Alyssa Campbell                                                             
8. Brendan Casey                                                               
9. Taylor Cook                                                                     
10. Grayson Curtiss                                                             

11. Kayla Davis                                                                     
12. Matthew del Sol                                                            
13. Colin Douglass                                                                
14. Toni Fernandez                                                          
15. Tori Fernandez                                                           
16. Rachael Fletcher                                                             

17. Denim Forseth                                                                
18. Kylie Gomez                                                                    
19. Esteven Guevara   
20. Paul Heiser
21. Karl Hirsch   
22. Alexandra Holewinski
23. Taylor Leonard 
24. Brendan Maher                                                        
25. Leslie Medina
26. Ryan Meyer
27. Amber Miller
28. Kaitlin Milligan
29. Chris O’Brien        
30. Ryan Swanson                                                   
31. Cody Szeto
32. Elizabeth Volpe
33. Ciara Watkins
34. Phillip Ximinies
35. Alison Yurchuck
36. Ericka Zamora
37. Isaiah Zamora
38. Moises Zamora



Securities offered solely through Ameritas Investment Corp. (AIC). Member FINRA/SIPC. AIC and Database Financial Services, Inc. are not
affiliated. Additional products and services may be available through Database Financial Services, Inc. that are not offered through AIC.

The Professionals at DFS can help you secure a comfortable and 
successful retirement!

• Do I understand the value of my retirement plan?
• Do I understand all of the options in my retirement plan?
• Do I know how the retirement plan option I choose can
 have long-term consequences on my retirement income?
• Do I understand how to utilize my Qualified Dollars, i.e., 
 DROP,  457 Plan, IRAs or 401(k)s without IRS Penalties?

DATABASE FINANCIAL SERVICES
1004 COLLIER CENTER WAY #100, NAPLES, FL  34110

Call & Schedule a FREE Personal Consultation!

RETIRED BROWARD SHERIFF’S OFFICE DEPUTYRETIRED BROWARD SHERIFF’S OFFICE CHIEF

Jim Fondo  1-954-650-7719  or  Ed Bennett  1-954-290-4000
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The
V.P.’s
VISION

Blessed are the peacemakers...
Matthew 5:9 

    The sheepdog protects the flock.While 
the flock sleeps, the sheepdog is watchful. 
While the flock eats, the sheepdog patrols 
the perimeter. When the flock has no wor-
ries, the sheepdog never becomes compla-
cent. We, the sheepdogs, the peacemakers, 
are now under attack. Sometimes silently 
behind closed doors; sometimes hourly on 
every news channel. Politicians, the media, 
and special interest groups are attacking us 
at our very core. Everything we do is scru-
tinized: our tactics, our reactions to abuse, 
our responses, our reports, our personal 
lives, everything.

     Instead of launching a counter attack 
touting the good things LEOs do for our 
communities, or mentioning the heroic 
acts performed every day, our politicians 
and police leaders have chosen a different 
strategy. Their solution is to make every 
officer wear a body camera. Instead of 
dealing with the tough issues on the streets 
and having conversations about how to 
deter crime and improve police relations, 
they chose cameras as the quick fix. And 
so it is…the protectors become the hunted. 
The evil are empowered and the weak 
become defenseless.
     The National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Fund held its annual Candlelight Vigil 
on May 13, 2015. As of that date, 44 of-
ficers had lost their lives in the line of duty 
this year. Sadly we know that there are 
many more to follow. Without the support 
of our chiefs, sheriffs, and politicians, we 
will become report takers and targets. Not 
proactive law enforcement officers.
     In these trying times, we must be 
cautious of something very important: 
turning on our own. 

     Do we make mistakes? You bet we 
do! Do we become jaded after years and 
years of dealing with this county’s scum? 
Folks that the average person is afraid to 
look in the eye as they drive by? You bet!  
But let’s embrace the brotherhood that we 
have, and stay united in the fact that at 
the end of the day we are trying to do the 
right thing.
     Be cautious of a new face with a new 
message. Like the fairytale, it may be a 
wolf in sheep’s clothing. Anybody who 
tries to divide us is the wolf. Remem-
ber, you are the sheepdogs patrolling the 
streets, the schools, the air, and the water. 
The PBA is the sheepdog that watches 
over YOU. Just like you, we sometimes 
make mistakes. But as with you, we will 
learn from those mistakes. Sometimes 
we will not be the victor in our fights, but 
we will learn to adapt and to fight again. 
We are the sheepdogs, now let us stand 
TOGETHER and fight the fight!

Rod Skirvin
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911
Calling all Cars & Trucks 

AUTOMOTIVE CONSULTANTS USA, INC.
Auto Broker For All Makes & Models

Serving Police Officers for over 30 Years
Ronald R. Schembri, President

Office
(954) 584-8220

Cell
(954) 682-3000

• Licensed/Insured
• Trimming
• Removal
• Stump Grinding

Office: 954-345-1415
Cell: 954-520-5087
P.O. Box 771255
Coral Springs, FL 33077

KEVIN BOLLING
Free Estimates

1440 Coral Ridge Drive
Suite 135
Coral Springs, FL 33071

Phone: (954) 345-8337
Fax: (954) 753-9121
Email: steve@logoshirts.com

Steve Adelman

Custom Embroidery
Screen Printing 

Expert Team 1 Realty
Tony Pineda, Broker
1101 NW 114 Avenue
Plantation, Florida 33323

Cell: 954-605-2636
ExpertTeamOne@gmail.com
www.ExpertTeamOne.com

Retired Law Enforcement

Member Marketplace 
Open to Active PBA Members

Troy Wilson, Realtor
16 Year Broward LEO 
Broward PBA Member
(954) 818-6092 mobile
TroyWilson@kw.com
www.TroySellsBroward.com

Buying, Selling or Renting?
25% commission rebate on all closed transactions 

for Broward PBA members and their families

K E L L E R  W I L L I A M S
R E A L T Y

Susanne R. Mealer, LCSW, CHt
Trauma & Abuse Specialist
www.AbuseTraumaLossTherapy.com

Specializing in:
Trauma & PTSD, Dissociation
Acute Stress Reaction
Avoidance, Loss & Abuse
Law Enforcement, Fire Fighters
Military and Other First Responders

susannemealer@susannemealerLCSW.com
12555 Orange Drive, Suite 265, Davie, FL 33330

(954) 642-6776

inmemoriam

Jimmy Thompson
Florida Fish & Wildlife

Conservation
Commission
6/25/1968

Donald Jennings
FHP Trooper

6/30/1995
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